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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
T.istin p of Claims: 

1-48. (Cancelled) 

49. (Currently amended) A filter element according lo t riuim 1 claim 1.50 wherein said 
seal is a radially directed seal. 

50. (Currently amended) A filter element according to slaH&4- ckiffiLUfi further 
including: 

(a) an inner support liner extending between said first and second end caps; 

(j.) said inner support liner being between said sealing portion and said 
media pack. 

51. (Original) A filter element according to claim 50 wherein: 

(a) at bast one of said first and second end caps includes an outer radial surface; 
(i) said sealing portion comprising said outer radial surface. 

52. (Original) A filter element, according to claim 51 further including: 

(a) an inner support liner extending between said first and second end caps; 

(b) an outer support liner extending between said first and second end caps; and 
wherein 

(i) each of said plurality of pleats has a pleat length of at least 6 inches 
and a pleat depth of at least 1 inch. 

53. (Previously presented) A system including an engine rated at an engine intake air 
flow of at least 3 cfm and having an air cleaner constructed and arranged to filter the engine 
intake air; the air cleaner including a housing and a primary niter dement opembly positioned 
therein, the primary filter element comprising: 
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(a) a media pack comprising a sheet-like substrate, said pack having a first end 
and an opposite sccotid end; 

(i) said substrate having a plurality of pleats having a length extending 
from said first end to said second end, the substrate comprising a filter medium 
having an efficiency when tested with particles having a diameter of 0.01 to 1 U«V 
and 

(ii) said substrate at least partially covered by a single layer; 

(A) said layer comprising a fine fiber having a diameter of about 
0-01 to 0.5 microns such that after test exposure for a test period of 16 
hours to test conditions of 140T air and a relative humidity of 100% 
retains greater than 30% of the fiber unchanged for filtration purposes, 
said fiber comprising a polymer composition selected from the group 
consisting of: 

(1) an addition polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an 
additive, the additive comprising a resinous material having a 
molecular weight of about 500 to 3000 and an aromatic character, 
the additive being misciblc in the polymer but forms a hydrophobic 
coating on the fiber, 

(2) a condensation polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an 
additive, trie additive comprising a resinous material having a 
molecular weight of about 500 to 3000, and an aromatic character 
wherein the additive i s miscible in the condensation polymer but 
forms a hydrophobic coating on the fiber, and 

(3) mixtures thereof . 

54. (Original) The system of claim 53 wherein the polymer is a component of a solution, 
the solution comprising a major proportion of an aqueous alcoholic solvent and about 3 to 30 
wt% of the polymeric composition based on the solution and the fiber retains a trace amount of 
solvent. 
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55. (Original) The system of claim 53 wherein the addition polymer comprises a 
polyvinyl halide polymer, a polyvinylidene halide polymer or mixtures thereof. 

56. (Original) The system of claim. 53 wherein the condensation polymer comprises a 
nylon polymer compiling a horoopolymcr having repeating units derived from a cyclic lactam. 

57. (Previously presented) The system of claim 53 wherein the condensation polymer 
comprises a nylon copolymci combined with a second nylon polymer, the second nylon polymer 
differing in molecular weight or monomer composition. 

58. (Original) Tile system of claim 53 wherein the polymer comprises a 
polyvinylalcohol. 

5y. (Original) The system of claim 58 wherein the polyvinylalcoho) is crosslioked with 
about 1 to 40 wt.% of a crosslinking agent. 

60. (Original) The system of claim 56 wherein the nylon polymer ia combined with a 
second nylon polymer, the second nylon polymer comprising an alkoxy alkyl modified 
polyamide. 

61 . (Original) The system of claim. 60 wherein the polymers are treated to form a single 
polymeric composition as measured by a differential scanning calorimeter showing a single 
phase material. 

62. (Original) The system of claim 53 wherein the polymer comprises a 
polyvinylchloride. 

63. (Original) The system of claim 62 wherein the polyvinylchloride is crosslinked. 

64. (Original) The system of claim 53 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising tertiary butyl phenol. 



4 

PAGE 5132 ' RCVD AT 2/212004 2:41:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0^FXRF-1/1 « DNiS:8729311 ' CSID:§123715323 ' DURATION (mm-ss):05-20 



'02/82/2804 13:48 6123715323 



MARK DIPIETRO 



PAGE 86/32 



65. (Original) The system of claim 64 wherein the additive comprises an olig< 
comprising: 



OH 




66. (Previously presented) The system of claim 53 wherein the additive comprises 
oligomer comprising bis-phenol A. 

67. (Original) The system of claim 66 wherein the additive comprises: 



OH 




68. (Original) The system of claim 53 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising dihydroxy substituted biphenyl. 
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69. (Original) The system of claim 58 wherein the additive comprises: 




70. (Original) The system of oloim 55 wherein the polyvinylidene halide comprises 
polyvinylidene chloride, 

71. (Original) The system of claim 5S wherein the polyvinylidene halide comprises 
polyvinylidene fluoride. 

72. (Original) The system of claim 59 wherein the crosslmkedpolyvinyiakohol is 
crosslinked using a polyacrylic acid having a molecular weight of about 1 000 to 3000. 

73. (Original) The system or claim 59 wherein the erosslinked polyvinylalcohol IS 
crosslinks using a melamme-formaldehyde resin having a molecular weight of about 1 000 to 
3000. 



74. (Original) A system according to claim 53 wherein: 

(a) the system includes an engine rated at an engine intake air flow of at least 100 
cfin; and 

(b) the primary element has a size and construction providing for an initial 
restriction of no greater than 3 inches of H 2 0, when evaluated at air flow rates of up to 
600 cfin. 
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75. (Previously presented) A system according to claim 74 wherein: 

(a) said pleated construction has a tubular shape and defines an open interior; 

(b) said air cleaner housing includes an airflow tube; said primary filter element 
being operably mounted on said airflow tube; 

(c) said primary filter element further includes: 

(i) a first, open end cap and a second, opposite end cap; 

(A) said media pack being bonded to said first end cap at said first 
end of said media pack; 

(B) said media pack being bonded to said second end cap at said 
second end of said media pack; 

(ii) an inner support liner extending between said first end cap and said 
second end cap; 

(iii) said first end cap including a radially or axially directed sealing 
portiun; 

(A) said sealing portion being inwardly directed toward said open 
interior; 

(B) said sealing portion comprising a polyurethane foam material 
compressed between and against said inner support liner and said airflow 
tube to form a first radial seal between said primary filter element and said 
air cleaner housing. 

76. (Previously presented) A system according to claim 75 wherein: 

(a) said primary filter element further includes an outer support liner extending 
between said first and second end caps; 

(b) said second end cap defines a center aperture; and 

(c) said second end cap includes a sealing portion; 

(i) said sealing portion comprising a polyurethane foam material 
compressed between and against said outer support liner and said air cleaner to 
form a second radial seal between said primary filler element and said air cleaner 
housing. 



7 

PAGE 8132' RCVD AT 2f2/20M 2:41 :21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNES:8729311 ' CSID:6123ri5323 ' DURATION (mm-ss):06-20 



'02/02/2004 13:40 6123715323 



MARK DIPIETRO 



PAGE 09/32 



77. (Original) A system according to claim 74 further including: 

(a) a safety element opcrably installed in said air cleaner housing; said safety 
element including: 

(i) a pleated construction of a media composite; said safety element 
pleated construction including a plurality of pleats; 

(ii) said safety element pleated construction having a tubular shape and 
defining an opsn interior; 

(iii) a safety element first end cap and a safety element second end cap; 
said safety clement pleated construction being bonded to and extending between 
said safety element first and second end caps; 

(A) said safety element first end cap being ring-shaped defining an 
opening; 

(B) said safety element second end cap being closed; and 

(i v) said safety element first end cap including an outwardly radially 
directed sealing portion; said outwardly radially directed sealing portion 
comprising a polyurethanc material compressible to form a radial seal between 
said safety element and said air cleaner housing airflow tube. 

78. (Origiual) A system according to claim 74 wherein: 

(a) said pleated construction has a tubular shape and defines an open interior; 

(b) said air cleaner housing includes a yoke arrangement to secure said housing to 
said primary filter element; 

(c) said primary filter element further includes: 

(i) a first, open end cap and a second, opposite closed end cap; 

(A) said media pack being bonded to aoid firet end cap at said first 
end of said media pack; 

(B) said media pack being bonded to said second end cap at said 
second end of said media pack; 

(C) said first end cap including an axially directed sealing potion; 
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(d) said axially directed sealing portion being pressed against said air cleaner 
housing by aaid yoke arrangement to form an axial seal between said primary filter 
element and said air cleaner housing. 

79. (Original) A system according to claim 74 wherein: 

(a) said primary filter element includes first and second opposite end caps bonded 
to said pleated construction; 

(i) aaid first end cap defining a plurality of air inlet apertures and an outlet 

tube; 

(A) said outlet tube being secured to an air intake conduit of said 

engine; 

(ii) said pleated construction being tubular in shape defining an open 
interior; 

(iii) said second cud cap being closed; and 

(iv) said air cleaner housing being non-removably secured to said first and 
second end caps. 

80. (Original) A system according to claim 74 wherein: 

(a) said primary filter element comprises: 

(i) a panel filter construction having an outer perimeter; 

(ii) at least 40 pleats; each of said pleats having a pleat depth of at least 2 

inches; 

(ili) an area within said outer perimeter of at luast 35 square inches; and 
(iv) an outer gasket member along said outer perimeter comprising a 
polymeric material. 
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81. (Previously presented) A system including a fluid compressor and having an air 
cleaner constructed and arranged to filter compressor intake air; the air cleaner including a 
housing and a primary filter element operably positioned therein, the primary filter element 
comprising: 

(a) a media pack having a first end and an opposite second end; 

(i) said media pack including a pleated construction of a media 
composite; said pleated construction including a plurality of pleats having a 
length extending from said first end to said second end, the substrate comprising a 
filter medium having an efficiency when tested with particles having a diameter 
of 0.01 to lum; and 

(ii) said media corrtpOBite including a substrate at least partially covered 
by a single layer; 

(A) said layer comprising a fine fiber having a diameter of about 
0.01 to 0.5 microns such that after test exposure for a test period of 1 fi 
hours to test conditions of WOT air and a relative humidity of 100% 
retains greater than 30% of the fiber unchanged for filtration purposes, 
said fiber comprising a polymeric composition selected from the group 
consisting of: 

(1) an addition polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an 
additive, the additive comprising a resinous material having a 
molecular weight of about 500 to 3000 and an aromatic character, 
the additive being but forms a hydrophobic coating on the fiber 
mlscible in the polymer, 

(2) a condensation polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an 
additive, the additive comprising a resinous material having a 
molecular weight of about 500 to 3000, and an aromatic character 
wherein the additive is miscible in the condensation polymer but 
forms a hydrophobic coating on the fiber; and 

(3) mixtures thereof. 
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82. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein th e polymer is a component of a solution, 
the solution comprising a major proportion of an aqueous alcoholic solvent and about 3 to 30 
wt% of the polymeric composition based on the solution and the fiber retains a trace amount of 
solvent. 

83. (Original) The system of claim 8 1 wherein the addition polymer comprises a 
polyvinyl halide polymer, a polyvinylidene halide polymer or mixtures thereof. 

84. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the condensation polymer comprises a 
nylon polymer comprising a homopolymer having repeating units derived from a cyclic lactam. 

85. (Previously presented) The system of claim 81 wherein the condensation polymer 
comprises a nylon copolymer combined with a second nylon polymer, the second nylon polymer 
differing in molecular weight Of monomer composition. 

86. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the polymer comprises a 
polyvinylalcohol. 

87. (Original) The system of claim 86 wherein the polyvinylalcohol is crosslinked with 
bout 1 to 40 wt.% of a crosslinking agent. 

88. (Original) The system of claim 84 wherein the nylon polymer is combined with a 
second nylon polymer, the second nylon polymer comprising an alkoxy alkyl modified 
polyamide. 

89. (Original) The system of claim SS wherein the polymers arc treated to form a single 
polymeric composition as measured by a differential scanning calorimeter showing a single 
phase material. 

90. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the polymer comprises a 
polyvinylchloride. 
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91. (Original) The system of claim 90 wherein the polyvinylchloride is crosslinked. 

92. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising tertiary butyl phenol. 

93. (Original) The system of claim 92 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising: 



OH 




94. (Original) The system ofclaim 81 wherein the ndditive comprises an oligomer 
comprising bis-phcnol A. 

95. (Original) The system of claim 94 wherein the additive comprises: 



OH 




1.2 
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96. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising dihydroxy substituted hirthenyl. 

97. (Original) The system of claim 96 wherein the additive comprises: 



98. (Original) Die system, of claim SI. wherein the polymer is a component of a solution, 
the solution comprising a major proportion of an aqueous alcoholic solvent and about 3 to 30 
wt% of the polymeric composition based on the solution. 

99. (Original) The system, of claim S3 wherein the polyvinylidene halide comprises 
polyvinylidenc chloride. 

100. (Original) The system, of claim S3 wherein the polyvinylid ene halide comprises 
polyvinylidene fluoride. 

101. (Original.) The system of claim S7 wherein the crosslirdced polyvinylalcohol is 
crosslinked using a polyacrylic acid having a molecular weight of about 1000 to 3000. 

102. (Original) The system of clai m 87 wherein the crosslinked polyvinylalcohol is 
crosslinked using a melamine-formaldehyde resin having a molecular weight of about 1 000 to 
3000. 



OH 




n 



OH 
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103. (Original) A system according to claim 81 wherein: 

(a) the system includes an engine rated at an engine intake air flow of at least 500 
cfm; and 

(b) the primary element has a size and construction providing for an initial 
restriction of no greater than 3 inches of HjO, when evaluated at air flow rates of up to 
600 cfrn. 

104. (Previously presented) A system according to claim 103 wherein: 

(a) said pleated construction has a tubular shape and defines an open interior; 

(b) said air cleaner bousing includes an airflow tube; said primary filter element 
btiiig operably mounted on said airflow tube; 

(c) said primary filter element further includes: 

(i) a first, open end cap and a second, opposite end cap; 

(A) said media pack being bonded to said first end cap at said first 
end of said media pack; 

(B) said media pack being bonded to said second end cap at said 
second end of said media pack; 

(ii) an inner support liner extending between said first end cap and said 
second end cap; 

(iii) said fust end cap including a scaling portion; 

(A) said scaling portion being inwardly directed toward said open 
interior; 

(B) said sealing portion comprising a polyurcthone foam material 
compressed between and against said inner support liner and said airflow 
tube to form a seal between said primary filter element and said air cleaner 
housing. 
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105. (Previously presented) A system according to claim 104 wherein: 

(a) said primary filter element further includes an outer support liner extending 
between said first and second end caps; 

(b) said second end cap defines a center aperture; and 

(c) said second end cap includes a sealins pnrtinn; 

(i) said sealing portion comprising a polyurethane foam material 
compressed between and against said outer support liner and said air cleaner to 
form a second seal between said primary filter element and said air cleaner 
housing. 

106. (Original) A system according to claim 1.03 further including: 

(a) a safety element operably installed in said air cleaner housing; said safety 
element including: 

(i) a pleated construction of a media composite; said safety element 
pleated construction including a plurality of pleats; 

(ii) said safety element pleated construction having a tubular shape and 
defining an open interior; 

(iii) a safety clement first end cap and a safety element second end cap; 
said safety element pleated construction being bonded to and extending between 
said safety element first and second end caps; 

(A) said safety element first end cap being ring-shaped defining an 
opening; 

(B) said safety element second end cap being closed; and 

(iv) said safety element first end cap including an outwardly radially 
directed sealing portion; said outwardly radially directed sealing portion 
comprising a polyurethane matciial compressible to form a radial seal between 
said safety element and said air cleaner housing airflow tube. 
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107. (Original) A system according to claim 103 wherein: 

(a) said pleated construction has a tubular shape and defines an open interior; 

(b) said air cleaner housing includes a yoke arrangement to secure said housing to 
said primary filter element; 

(o) said primary filter element further includes: 

(i) a first, open end cap and a second, opposite closed end cap; 

(A) said media pack being bonded to said first end cap at said first 
end of said media pack; 

(B) said media pack being bonded to said second end cap at said 
second end of said media pack; 

(C) said first end cap including an axially directed sealing potion; 
(d) said axially directed sealing portion being pressed against said 

air cleaner housing by said yoke arrangement to form, an axial seal 
between said primary filter element and said air cleaner housing. 

108. (Original) A system according to claim 103 wherein: 

(a) said primary filter clement includes first and second opposite end caps bonded 
to said pleated construction; 

(i) said first end cap defining a plurality of air inlet apertures and an outlet 

lube, 

(A) said outlet tube being secured to an air intake conduit of said 

engine; 

(ii) said plealed construction being tubular in shape defining an open 
interior; 

(iii) said second end cap being closed; and 

(iv) said air cleaner housing being non-removably secured to said first and 
second cud caps. 
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109. (Original) A system according to claim 103 wherein: 

(a) said primary filter element comprises: 

(i) a panel filter construction having an outer perimeter; 

(ii) at least 40 pleats; each of said pleats having a pleat depth of at least 2 

in.chc3; 

(iii) an area within said outer perimeter of at least 35 square inches; and 

(iv) an outer gasket member along said outer perimeter comprising a 
polymeric material. 

110. (Original) A system according to claim 81 wherein: 

(a) said pleated construction has a tubular shape and defines an open interior: 

(b) said air cleaner housing includes a yoke arrangement to secure said housing to 
said primary filter element; 

(t) said primary filter element further includes: 

(i) a first, open end cap and a second, opposite closed end cap: 

(A) said media pack being bonded to said first end cap at said first 
end of said media pack; 

(B) said mediapack being bonded to said second end cap at said 
second end of said media pack; 

(C) said first end cap inoluding an axially directed sealing portion; 

(D) said axially directed sealing portion being pressed against said 
air cleaner housing by said yoke arrangement to form an axial seal 
between said primary filler dement and said air cleaner housing. 
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111. (Previously presented) A system including a vehicle powered by a gas turbine 
engine and having mi air cleaner constructed and arranged to filter gas turbine intake air; the air 
cleaner comprising: 

(a) a media pack having a first filter panel and a second filter panel; 

(i) each of said first filter panel and second filter panel including a pleated 
construction of a media composite; said pleated construction, the substrate 
comprising a filter medium having an efficiency when tested with particles having 
a diameter of 0.01 to 1 um including a plurality of pleats; 

(ii) said media composite including a substrate at least partially covered 
by a single layer; 

(A) said layer comprising a fine fiber having a diameter of about 
0.1 to 0.5 microns such that after test exposure for a test period of 16 
hours to test conditions of 140°F air and a relative humidity of 100% 
retains greater than 30% of the fiber unchanged for filtration purposes, 
said fiber comprising a polymeric composition selected from the group 
consisting of: 

(1) an addition polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an 
additive, the additive comprising a resinous material having a 
molecular weight of about 500 to 3000 and an aromatic character, 
the additive being misciblc in the polymer but forms a hydrophobic 
coating on the fiber, 

(2) a condensation polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an 
additive, the additive comprising a resinous material having a 
molecular weight of about 500 to 3000, and an aromatic character 
wherein the additive is miscible in the condensation polymer but 
forms a hydrophobic coating on the fiber; and 

(3) mixtures thereof. 

1 12. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 1 wherein the addition polymer comprises a 
polyvinyl halide polymer, a polyvinylidenc halide polymer or mixtures thereof. 
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113. (Original) The system of claim 11 1 wherein the condensation polymer comprises a 
nylon polymer comprising a homopolyincr having repeating units derived from a cyclic lactam. 

114. (Previously presented) The system of claim 111 wherein the condensation polymer 
comprises a nylon copolymer combined with a second nylon polymer, the second nylon polymer 
differing in molecular weight or monomer composition. 

115. (Original) The sy3tem of claim 111 wherein the polymer comprises a 
polyvinylalcotiol. 

116. (Original) The system of claim 1 IS wherein the polyvinytalcohol is crosslinked 
with about 1 to 40 wt.% of a crosslinking agent. 

117. (paginal) The system of claim 113 wherein the nylon polymer is combined with a 
second nylon polymer, the second nyion polymer comprising an alkoxy alkyl modified 
polyamide. 

118. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 7 wherein the polymers are treated to form a 
single polymeric composition as measured by a differential scanning calorimeter showing a 
single phase material. 

1 19. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 1 wherein the polymer comprises a 
polyvinylchloride. 

120. (Original) The system of claim 119 wherein the polyvinylchloride is crosslinked. 

121. (Original) The system of claim 111 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising tertiary butyl phenol. 
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122. (Original) The system of claim 121 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising: 



OH 




123. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 1 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising bis-phenol A. 

124. (Origind) The system of claim 123 wherein the additive comprises: 



OH 




125. (Original) The system of claim 111 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising riihydroxy substituted biphenyl. 
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126. (Original) The system of claim 125 wherein the additive comprises: 



OH 




OH 



127. (Original) A system according to claim 111 wherein: 

(a) said media pack includes .1 first end and a second end; and 

(b) said first and second filter panels are oriented in a V-configuration and 
diverge from one another along a direction of extension from said first end to said second 
end to form a clean air space in said media pack between said first and second filter 
panels. 

128. (Previously presented) A method for filtering air; the air having a temperature of at 
least 140°F, the method comprising: 

(a) directing the air through a media composite 

(j) the composite comprising a sheet-like substrate in a pleated 
construction, the substrate comprising a filter medium having an efficiency when 
tested with particles having a diameter of 0.01 to 1 l»m; and 

(ii) the substrate at least partially covered by a single layer, the layer 
comprising a Tine fiber having a diameter of about 0.1 to 0.5 microns such that 
after test exposure for a test period of 16 hours to test conditions of 140°F air and 
a relative humidity of 100% retains greater than 30% of the fiber unchanged for 
filtration purposes, said fiber comprising a polymeric composition selected from 
the group consisting of: 
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(A) an addi tion polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an additive, the 
additive comprising n resinous material having a molecular weight of 
about 500 to 3000 and an aromatic character, the additive being miscible 
in the polymer but forms a hydrophobic coating on the fiber, 

(B) a condensation polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an additive, 
the additive comprising a resinous material having a molecular weight of 
about 500 to 3000, and at) aromatic character wherein the additive is 
miscible in the condensation polymer but forms a hydrophobic coating on 
the fiber: and 

(C) mixtures thereof. 

129. (Original) A method according to claim 12S wherein: 

(a) the step of directing the air through a media pack includes directing the air 
into an air intake conduit of an engine rated at an engine intake air How of at lease 3 efm; 
the pleated construction having a tubular shape with a plurality of pleats extending 
between first and second opposite end caps. 

130. (Original) A meth od according to claim 128 wherein the step of directing the air 
through a media pack includes directing the air into an air intake conduit of a fluid compressor 
and the pleated construction being a panel filter with at least 40 pleats each having a pleat depth 
of at least 2 inches. 

131. (Original) A method according to claim 128 wherein; 

(a) the step of directing the air through a media pack includes directing the air 
into an air intake conduit of gas-turbine powered tank; the pleated construction including 
first and second pleated filter panels oriented in a V-oonfiguration. 
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132. (Previously presented) A filter dement comprising: 

(a) a media pack comprising: 

(i) a constru etion of a media composite; said construction including 
substrate having a plurality of pleats having a length extending from said first end 
to said second end, the substrate comprising a filter medium having an efficiency 
when tested with particles having a diameter of 0.01 to 1 fim; 

(ii) said construction having a tubular shape and defining an open interior 
having a first and a second opposite ends; and 

(hi) said substrate at least partially covered by a single layer; 

(A) said layer comprising a polymeric fine fiber having a diameter 
of about 0.01 to 0.5 microns such that after test exposure for a test period 
of 1 6 hours to test conditions of 140°F air and a relative humidity of 100% 
retains greater than 30% of the fiber unchanged for filtration purposes, 
said fiber comprising a condensation polymer and about 2 to ?. S wt.% of an 
additive, the additive comprising a resinous material having a molecular 
weight of about 500 to 3000, and an aromatic character wherein the 
additive is miscible in the condensation polymer but forms a hydrophobic 
coating on the fiber, said condensation polymer comprising a copolymer 
other than a copolymer formed from a cyclic lactam and a Cs-io diamine 
monomer or a Co-to diacid monomer; 

(b) a first end cap and a second end cap; 

(i) said media pack being secured to said first end cap at said first end of 
said media pack; 

(ii.) said media, pack being secured to said second end cap at said second 
end of said media pack; 

(hi) at least one of said first and second end caps including a sealing 
portion; said sealing portion comprising a material compressible in a direction 
toward said media pack. 
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133. (Original) The element o f claim 1 32 wherein the polymer of the fiber is formed 
from a component of a solution, the solution comprising a major proportion of an aqueous 
alcoholic solvent and about 3 to 30 wt% of the polymeric composition based on the solution and 
retains trace amounts of solvent in the fiber. 

134. (Original) The element of claim 132 wherein the condensation, polymer comprises 
a polyalkylene terephthalate. 

135. (Original) The clement of claim 132 wherein the condensation polymer comprises 
a polyalkylene naphfhalate. 

136. (Original) The element of claim 135 wherein the condensation polymer comprises 
a polyethylene terephthalate. 

137. (Original) The element o f claim 132 wherein the condensation copolymer is 
combined with a second nylon polymer, the second nylon polymer differing in molecular weight 
or monomer composition. 

138. (Original) The clement of claim 132 wherein the condensation copolymer is 
combined with a second nylon polymer, the second nylon polymer comprising an alkoxy alkyl 
modified polyamide. 

139. (Canceled) 

140. (Previously presented) A filter element according to claim 132 wherein: 

(a) said first end cap is ring-shaped defining an open center and includes an inner 
surface facing the open center; 

(i) said sealing portion comprising said inner surface. 
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1 41. (Original) A filter element according to claim 132 further including: 

(a) an inner support liner extending between said first and second end caps; 

(i) said inner support liner being between said sealing portion and said 
media pack. 

142. (Original) A filter element according to claim 132 wherein: 

(a) at least one of said first and second end caps includes an outer radial surface; 
(i) said scaling portion comprising said outer radial surface. 



143. (Original) A filter element according to claim 132 further including: 

(a) an inner support liner extending between said first and second end caps; 

(b) an outer support liner extending between said first and second end caps; and 
wherein: 

(i) each of said plurality of pleats has a pleat length of at least 6 inches 
and a pleat depth of at least 1 inch. 

144. (Original) The filter element of claim 1 1 1 wherein the vehicle comprises a military 

tank. 

145. (Original) The filter element of claim 111 wherein the vehicle comprises abus. 

146. (Previously presented) A method for filtering vehicle cabin ventilation air, the 
vehicle having a temperature of at least 140°F during any period of operation, the method 
comprising: 

(a) directing the air through a media composite 

(i) the composite comprising a substrate in a pleated construction, the 
substrate comprising a filter medium having an efficiency when tested with 
particles having a diameter of 0.01 to 1 um; and 

(ii) the substrate at least partially covered by a single layer, the layer 
comprising a li ne fiber having a diameter of about 0,1 to 0.5 microns such that 
after test exposure for a test period of 16 hours to test conditions of 140°F air and 
a relative humidity o f 100% retains greater than 30% of the fiber unchanged for 



25 



PAGE 26132 ' RCVD AT 2/212004 2:41:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNISM2931 1 * CSID:6123715323 " DURATION (mm-ss):06-20 



02/02/2084 13:48 6123715323 



MARK DIPIETRQ 



PASE 27/32 



filtration purposes, said fiber comprising a polymeric composition selected from 
the group consisting of: 

(A) an addition polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an additive, the 
additive comprising a resinous material having a molecular weight of 
about 500 to 3000 and an aromatic character, the additive being miscible 
in the polymer but forms a hydrophobic coating on the fiber, 

(B) a condensation polymer and about 2 to 25 wt% of an additive, 
the additive comprising a resinous material having a molecular weight of 
about 500 to 3000, and an aromatic character wherein the additive is 
miscible in the condensation polymer but forms a hydrophobic coating on 
the fiber; and 

(C) mixtures thereof. 

147. (Original) A method according to claim 146 wherein: 

(a) the step of directin g the air through a media pack includes directing the air 
into an air intake conduit of an engine rated at an engine intake air flow of at least 3 cfm; 
the pleated construction having a tubular shape with a plurality of pleats extending 
between first and second opposite end caps. 

148. (Original) A method according to claim 147 wherein the step of directing the air 
through a media pack includes directing the air into an air intake conduit of a fluid compressor 
and the pleated construction being a panel filter with at least 40 pleats each having a pleat depth 
of at l east 2 inches. 

149. (Original) A method according to claim 148 wherein: 

(a) the step of directing the air through a media pack includes directing the air 
into an air intake conduit; the pleated construction including first and second pleated 
filter panels oriented i n a V-configuration. 

150. (New) A filter clement comprising: 

(a) a media pack comprising: 
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(i) a construction o f a media composite; said construction including a 
substrate having a plurality of pleats having a length extending from said first end 
to said second end, the substrate comprising a filter medium having an efficiency 
when tested with particles having a diameter of 0.01 to lum; 

(ji) said construction having a tubular shape and defining an open interior 
having a first and a second opposite ends; and 

(in) said substrate at least partially covered by a single layer, said layer 
comprising a polymeric fine fiber comprising a fiber with a diameter of about 
0.01 to 0.5 microns such that after test exposure for a test period of 1 6 hours to 
test conditions of 140°F air and a relative humidity of 100% retains greater than 
30% of the fiber unchanged for filtration purposes, the fine fiber comprising a 
polyvinylalcohol; 

(b) a first end cap and a second end cap; 

(i) said media pack being secured to said first end cap at said first end of 
said media pack; 

(ii) said media pack being secured to $aid second end cap at said second 
end of said media pack; 

(iii) at least one of said first and second end caps including a sealing 
portion; said sealing portion comprising a material compressible in a direction 
toward said media pack. 

151. (New) The element of claim 150 wherein the polymeric fiber comprises a 
polyvinylalcohol having a degree of hydrolysis of about 87 99.9%. 

152. (New) The element of claim 151 wherein the polyvinylalcohol is crosslinked with 
about 1 to 40 wt.% of a crosslinking agent 

153. (New) The element of claim 150 wherein the polymeric fiber comprises a 
crosslinked polyvinylalcohol. 
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154. (New) The element of claim 151 wherein the crosslinked polyvinylalcohol is 
crosslinked using apolyacrylic acid having a molecular weight of about 1000 to 3000. 

155. (New) The element of claim 151 wherein the crosslinked polyvinylatcohol is 
crosslinked using a melamine-formaldehyde resin having a molecular weight of about 100O to 
3000. 

15(5. (New) The element of claim 150 wherein the polymeric fiber also comprises a 
resinous additive comprising an oligomer having a molecular weight of about 500 to 3000 and an 
arornatic character wherein the additive is miscible with the polymer but forms a hydrophobic 
coating on the fiber. 

157. (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the resinous additive comprises an alkyl 
phenolic aromatic character wherein the additive forms a hydrophobic coating on the fiber. 

15S. (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising tertiary butyl phenol. 

159. (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising: 



OH 




160. (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the resin comprises an oligomer 
comprising bis-pbenol A. 
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161. (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising: 




OH 



162. (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the resin comprises hi oligomer 
comprising dihydroxy biphenyl. 



163. (New) The clenieiiL of claim 156 wherein the additive comprises an oligomer 
comprising: 



OH 




OH 



164, (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the additive comprises a blend of the 
resinous additive and a fluoropoJymer. 



29 

PAGE 30132 ' RCVD AT 212)201)4 2:41:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:872931 1 " CSID:6123715323 « DURATION (mm-ss):06-20 



02/02/2034 13:40 6123715323 MARK DIPIETRO PASE 31/32 



165. (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the additive comprises a fluorocarbon 
surfactant. 



166. (New) The element of claim 156 wherein the additive comprises a nonionic 
surfactant. 

1 67. (New) The element of claim 1 56 wherein the condensation polymer comprises : 
polyurethatie polymer. 
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